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SLOW EVENT PROGRAMME 
Sunday 6th May 2012 – Portogruaro (Venice) 

 
Eastern Veneto, with its well-preserved landscape and natural environment, 
characterized by tilled land, placid rivers, small villages and hidden art treasures, is a 
perfect territory for slow and sustainable tourism. The “Slow Tourism” event joins the 
“Terre dei Dogi in Festa” show with the aim of giving visitors an opportunity to know 
and live this territory through slow free-of-charge itineraries  and meetings that will 
provide unforgettable experiences. 
 
MORNING 
 
9.00  OPENING OF FREE-OF-CHARGE BOOKINGS FOR SLOW ACTIVITIES at 

the booth of “PRO LOCO di Portogruaro” located outside the town 
hall in Piazza della Repubblica 1 in the city centre, which will be 
open until 15 minutes before departure or until seats allocated to 
each activity are available. Registration is also possible by phone or 
by e-mail to: Vegal, tel. 0421 394202 – (only Saturday and Sunday: 
mobile ph. 348 2336775), e-mail  vegal@vegal.net. Visitors can 
choose among the following activities: 

▪▪▪▪ 10.00 river cruise, along the Lemene River from the Lagoon of 
Caorle to Portogruaro (duration ca. 5 h) 

▪▪▪▪ 11.30 Hidden treasures of Portogruaro: guided visit to the 
historical city centre (duration ca. 1 h)  

▪▪▪▪ 14.30 Portogruaro - Concordia Sagittaria: discovering the 

Roman origins (duration ca. 2 h) 
▪▪▪▪ 15.00 Porto Vecchio and Boldara by bicycle: magics of the 

Lemene River (duration ca. 2,5 h) 
 
9.30 – 11.00   Slowly… discovering Eastern Veneto – Conference open to the 

public 
Meeting Hall (Sala Consiliare) at the Town Hall (Municipio) of 

Portogruaro, Piazza della 
Repubblica 1 
Antonio Bertoncello – Lord Mayor of Portogruaro "Portogruaro reflects 
upon quality of the territory and new generations" 
Annalisa Arduini – Chairwoman, GAL Venezia Orientale presents the 
Slow Tourism Project, the “Slow” philosophy, project partners and 
tour operators of the Slow Tourism Network of Eastern Veneto. 
Speakers: 
Gian Mario Villalta, art director of Pordenonelegge.it  
Emilio Rigatti, writer and bicycle traveller  
Moderator: Aldo Trivellato writer and journalist 
 
The local tourist office (PRO LOCO) presents the travel guide to 
Portogruaro:  
“GUIDA DELLA CITTA’ DI PORTOGRUARO” (Travel Guide to the Town 
of Portogruaro) 
 

 
10.00 River cruise and visit to the environmental museum of 

Vallevecchia 
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Meeting point with the environmental guide of Limosa in Piazzetta 
Dogana (opposite the Town Hospital) in Portogruaro and transfer by 
shuttle bus to Valle Vecchia. 
Visit to the humid areas and “MAV Environmental Museum of 
ValleVecchia” in cooperation with Veneto Agricoltura;  
embark the ship “San Lunardo”; tasting of local products at the farm 
“Agriturismo Ca’ Lealtà” along the river. 
Return to Portogruaro estimated at ca. 16.30. 
 
 

11.00  “The bicycle beyond borders”  
Hotel Spessotto, Via Roma, 2 - Portogruaro - Meeting room 
Dialogue between Emilio Rigatti and Claude Marthler on “The bicycle 
beyond borders” 
A Slow Aperitif will follow with exhibition of promotional materials 
and travel itineraries by the tour operators of the Slow Tourism 
Network of Eastern Veneto. 

 
11.30   Hidden treasures of Portogruaro  

Meeting point at the town hall of Portogruaro. 
Discover some little historical, artistic and cultural treasures on foot. 
Guided walking itinerary in the historical town centre of Portogruaro. 

 
*********** 

Possibility to have lunch with local typical food at**: 
Ristorante Spessotto, Portogruaro – tel. 0421 280393 

Osteria Al Cacciatore, Concordia Sagittaria – tel. 338 8492101 
or at the food&wine stands at the festival “Terra dei Dogi” 

(**cost to be paid by participants) 
 
AFTERNOON 
 
14.30 Portogruaro - Concordia Sagittaria: discovering the Roman origins  

Transfer by bicycle, on foot, by kayak (with Bibione Kayak) or with 
one’s own means of transport from Piazza Dogana in Portogruaro to 
Concordia Sagittaria. Visitors may also cruise the short distance from 
the “Mulini” to Piazza Dogana in Portogruaro by a typical boat called 
“caorlina”, and then continue with a different means of 
transportation.  
Visitors will reach Piazza Card. Costantini in Concordia Sagittaria 
through an easy cycle and pedestrian path along the Lemene River 
(ca. 20 minutes by bicycle). 
at 15.00 and 15.30: Departure of guided visits to Roman and Early 
Christian archaeological site and the Roman-Byzantine Baptistery (ca. 
45 minutes) accompanied by the guides Mariangela Flaborea and Nilla 
Cicuto.  
Return to Portogruaro with the same means of transport. 

 
Ore 15.00  Porto Vecchio and Boldara by bicylce: magics the Lemene River 

Departure from  Portogruaro’s town centre by one’s own bicycle from 
Piazza della Repubblica 1, or Piazza Castello; 
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Guided excursion with naturalistic guides of the Naturalistic Cultural 
Association Il Pendolino - Noventa di Piave, Venice 
(www.ilpendolino.it): visit to the park and mill of Villa Bombarda in 
Portovecchio, with the charming views on the Lemene River through 
century-old trees. To follow, visit to Boldara’s Park, with the 
picturesque widening by the mill and a short walk along the river to 
admire the landscape of resurgent waters, vegetation and riverside 
fauna. 
Ring of ca. 5 km with rest area at Boldara’s Mill. 
Recommended clothes: cap and hiking shoes, binoculars. 
Notice: take some water with you. 

 
16.00-17.15  “How to organize a holiday or school trips by bicycle” PUBLIC 

EVENT   
Meeting with bicycle enthusiasts who will advise on how to organize a 
bicycle tour 
At Sala Caminetto – Villa Comunale, Via Seminario 5 – Portogruaro 
Speakers: 
Alberto Fiorin, writer and bicycle traveller 
Gianni Murer, Chairman Cultural Association VIVILABICI – FIAB San 
Donà di Piave  
Natale Cigagna ISIS DA VINCI – IPSIA D’ALESSI Secondary schools of 
Portogruaro 
And with the special participation of Claude Marthler 
 
Moderator: Giovanni Cagnassi - Journalist 

 
17.30  THE DOGE’S ARRIVAL – COSTUME PARADE arrival in Piazza della 

Repubblica, 1 with balls and music of the 1700s and CLOSING OF THE 
EVENT “Terre dei Dogi in Festa” promoted and organized by the 
Municipal Administration of Portogruaro. 

 
 
18.15   Eastern Venice by bicycle – from sea to inland”. 

Hotel Spessotto, Via Roma, 2 - Portogruaro - meeting room 
Preview presentation of the guidebook “Venezia Orientale in 
bicicletta – dal mare all’entroterra” (Eastern Venice by bicycle – 
from sea to inland) (EDICICLO publishing house) by Sandro Supino. 
Journalist Antonio Martin and Laura Pavan discuss with the author. 

 
A Slow Aperitif will follow with exhibition of promotional materials 
and travel itineraries prepared by the tour operators of the Slow 
Tourism Network of Eastern Veneto. 

 
Portogruaro, 23/04/2012 

CONTACTS: 

 
Cinzia Gozzo 
Nadia Pasqual 
e-mail: vegal@vegal.net 
tel. +39 0421 394202 
 
Loredana Fregonese 
tel. 348 2336775 (active only on Saturday and Sunday) 


